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ALETTE: R from a Merchant at Amſterdam, 10 
/ by Correſpondent in London. 


/ f 


Am ſterdam. Nov. 14. 171 s. K 

S 1R, | 5 a ard 
HAVE received your Letter, with the King of England's Speech to his Par- 
lia ment, and alſo the Addreſſes of the Two Houſes. I cannot forbear telling 
you, That we are here ſurprized, to find the principal Reaſons given for a War 
by England upon Spain, to be for the Advantage of Trade: And it is new to 
us to hear, by his Majeſty's Speech, That Spain has broke thro” all their Engage- 
ments relating to Commerce with England; and, That the Engliſh Naval Force acted 
in aft hoſtile Manner againſt Spain, to protect and defend the Ezg/ijp Trade, which, 
tis ptetended, has, in every Branch, been violently oppreſſed. The Exgliſß were al- 
ways the molt favoured, by thoſe People, of any Nation ; and they have had in 
Spain, and its Dominions, a greater Conſumption of their Woollen and other Ma- 
nufactures, Fiſh, Cc. than in any other Part of the World. The Returns from thence 
to Englaud are in Silver, Gold, Cochineal, Indigo, Oyl and other Materials 

for Manufactures; And no Manufacture is imported into Exgland from Spain. 

Beſides, England has the ſole vending of Negroes in the Spaniſh America. 

And they ha ve alſo another Priviledge peculiar to themſelves, the vending annually 
within the South-Sea Company Priviledge, Goo Tons of Woollen Goods and other Mer- 
chandizes at 50 per Cent. leſs Duty, Out and Home, tMan any other Nation in the 
World. 

Theſe great Advantages which have been look'd upon by all Nations, and 
in this Place particularly, with Envy, ſtrihes me with Aſtoniſhment, that England 
ſhould be the Principal, and firſt to commit Acts of Hoſtility upon their natural 
Ally and beſt Friend. 5 - 
We hear tis alledged the Spaniards took ſome Ships, whoſe Crew cut Timber 
and other Wood upon their American Continent, which is no more than Juſt; and 
they ſerve all Nations ſo who are in that Circumſtance, looking upon People guilty 
of thoſe Practices, as Thieves and Pirates; and they have ever done the fame in 
all Reigns, Judging the Perſons taken in thoſe Facts, according to the ancient Rules 
in Spain, ſettled by their Laws, for the Judging of Pirates. 7 | 

Beſides, here, we never heard of any previous Demands made, nor a reaſonable 
Time given for Satisfaction, upon theſe Complaints of Trade. 7 

It every Nation chat had Diſputes and Cavils about Commerce, ſhould, without 
allowing ſufficient Time ro compoſe ſuch Differences, inſtantly make War, the 
World would ſoon be in Confuſion, and there would never be a laſting Peace, which, 
*tis ſaid, is now aim'd at. 5 | . 

By this War, we in this Place, cannot ſee what England can get. „ 

Iis certain, beſides the Loſs of the Spaniſh Trade, the Eagliſb Merchants cannot 
Trade to any Part of the World, eſpecially to 1raly and Tarky, during the War ; be- 
cauſe the Merchants in this Place, and in all theſe Provinces, Hambargh, Portugal, &c. 
who are in perfect Peace, can Trade with moſt Places (Inſurance and Freight Out 
and Home conſidered) at 20 per Cent. more Advantage, during the preſent War 
than the Exg/iſh ; which muſt be look'd upon equivalent to a Prohibition of Trade 
in moſt Commodities. E | | 

The French hitherto have not had one Ship taken; and, during the War, ?tis very 
probable they will have Spariſo Paſſes, or they will find ſome other Way, under the 
Colour of other Nations, to carry on their Trade, while England alone will be ex- 

cluded and their Navigation loſt. | 


Z 


The Fiſheries of Great Britain and Newfoundland, &c. which are conſumed in 
Sein and Parts adjacent, are very confiderable, and imploy great Numbers of 
Shipping and many thouſand Men; which will be in great Mea ſure loſt during the 

; : War: 
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War: And thoſe Fiſhings may fall into the Hands of other Nations who may have 
an uninterrupted Trade; and they may at laſt get it into their Power paſt re- 
trieve. 2 5 | 
And what is all this for? What is Ezz/and to get in the End? Pray let me know 
what is expected. 1 — | 
Here we plainly ſee a certain vaſt Expence of Treaſure and Men, and a total 
Loſs of Trade for ſome Time, and a very uncertain Iſſue: Is not this done to gra- 
tify the Emperor, that he may ſecure Bremen and Verden for —— ? Here People 
will believe no other. - = 3 
As you are a Merchant, I adviſe you to come and ſettle in this Place, and 
bring your Eftate with you, and here you will reap the Advantage of a ſecure and 
free Trade to all Parts, and may laugh at your Countrymen. 


P. S. It may be obſerv'd, That England, who at this Time has ſo great regard 
to the Emperor, has a very inconſiderable Trade in his Dominions; often ſend their 
Mony thither, but never bring any thence. 


J am, Sir, 


Tour, &C. 
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